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The Research Network 37 - Urban Sociology (RN37) of the European
Sociological Association (ESA) is delighted to announce its VI Midterm
Conference, to be held at the University of Coimbra from September 3
afternoon to September 5 afternoon, 2025.

In a world increasingly shaped by rapid urbanization, environmental challenges,
forced migration, increasing socio-economic inequalities and the rise of
extreme right-wing movements, technological transformations, and shifting
social dynamics, urban areas stand at the forefront of societal change.
Urbanized and urbanizing European areas are shaped by complex and dynamic
relations that challenge traditional understandings of urban hierarchies. Rather
than static categories of centre and periphery, these concepts are fluid and
relational, shaped by social, economic, cultural, and political processes. 

This conference seeks to explore how urban spaces navigate these processes,
with special attention to traditionally silenced groups simultaneously pushed to
the urban peripheries and to the margins of power and action in the public
space. However, peripheries are much more than inactivity and absence
spaces, being deeply interconnected with broader urban systems, often acting
as sites of creative counter-narratives, resistance and transformation. 

Historical and contemporary examples demonstrate how urban centres can
rise, decline, and re-emerge, while peripheral areas may become central in
their own right. By focusing on these shifting and postcolonial dynamics, we
also aim to better understand how cities and urban regions reframe their past
heritage and negotiate their roles within regional, national, and global networks.
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This conference also invites reflections on the multifaceted processes of
peripheralization and centralization – of postcolonial cities and their self-
narratives – including their role on the old and new socio-spatial inequalities.
 
We will explore how urban governance and spheres of participation are
evolving in peripheral areas, the role of arts and culture on the multiplicity of
voices and identities in shaping urban narratives, and how digitalization and
new forms of connectivity are transforming spatial relations, without ignoring
the violent processes of silencing narratives about the dispute over inheritance
and socio-urban memory.

Additionally, we aim to address how European urban peripheries intersect with
broader postcolonial dynamics, highlighting the ways in which geographically
distant cities –often tied to colonial legacies – can challenge conventional
notions of periphery and centre.

By examining these themes, the conference seeks to foster a deeper
understanding of the opportunities and challenges faced by urban spaces in
Europe and beyond. It also aims to uncover hidden potentials and innovative
practices that emerge in often overlooked or overshadowed cities, revealing
how they adapt and thrive in the face of demographic, economic, and
environmental challenges. 

Ultimately, this discussion will contribute to rethinking the very concepts of
centrality and periphery in urban studies and inform strategies for more
equitable and sustainable urban futures.
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1. Redefining the urban periphery: How can we reconceptualize the concept
of periphery in urban studies? What new theoretical frameworks and
methodological approaches are needed to capture the complexity of
peripheral urban spaces? 

2. Resistance and creativity: How do processes of peripheralization and
centralisation affect the capacity of cities to adapt to demographic,
economic, social and environmental challenges, and how do they shape
forms of resistance, creativity and innovation? How can creative and artistic
place-making engender new centers in urban contexts? 

3. Governance, citizenship and participation: What forms of governance
and citizen participation are emerging in peripheral urban contexts, and how
do citizens self-organise to increase equality and justice in cities? What is the
impact of digitalization on urban life, governance, and spaces between
centres and peripheries?  How socio-spatial inequalities and marginalisation
are changing? And how spatial peripheralization can generate actions to
counteract socio-economic marginalisation?

4. Mobility and connectivity: How do cities position themselves within
regional, national, and global networks? What new forms of mobility and
connectivity are reshaping their relations? What the concept of relationality
may bring to conceptualizations of urban development today? What is the
role of urban tourism in this process?
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5. Identities and representations: How do local communities construct and
negotiate their identities about dominant urban narratives? What is the role
of culture, heritage and art in creating identities, narratives, and forms of
human-place relationships? How can we rethink the toponymy and
musealization of shared public space?

6. Portuguese urban colonial heritage: What do Portuguese cities say about
their history? How to create participatory governances that influence urban
planning? What methodological approaches can impulse the dialogue
between anticolonial and antiracist urban movements and local governance?
What is the future of Portuguese colonial toponymy and statues in public
space? 

7. Postcolonial European urban peripheries: How can geographically distant
cities constitute a form of European urban periphery? Some cities on other
continents are even formally integrated into the European Union, embodying
the intersection of European governance and colonial legacies while
occupying both a peripheral position in Europe and a central regional
position. How can cities of the Global South help us understand shifting
urban centralities?
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Launch of Call for Session Proposals: February 6, 2025
Session Proposals Deadline: March 7, 2025
Session Proposals Evaluation: March 14, 2025
Launch of Abstract Submission: March 19, 2025
Abstract Submission Deadline: April 30, 2025
Notification of Acceptance: June 15, 2025
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Please submit a maximum 300-word document (including title, author(s), and
affiliation(s) via email to rn37.esa@gmail.com. Indicate the thematic area in
which your proposal is addressed. Proposals will undergo a peer-review
process conducted by the RN37 Scientific Committee.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES FOR SESSION PROPOSALS AND
ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS

WHY JOIN US? 

Engage with leading researchers and peers in the field of urban sociology.
Present and receive feedback on your work in a collaborative and inspiring
environment.
Explore the historic city of Coimbra, a UNESCO World Heritage site and a
hub of knowledge and culture.

When: September 3-5, 2025
Where: University of Coimbra, Coimbra, Portugal

KEY DETAILS
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This initiative is designed exclusively for PhD students and young non-tenured
researchers in urban studies. Building on the success of the first edition held
in Genoa in 2023, this second edition continues our commitment to providing
an enriching space for developing research skills, fostering interdisciplinarity,
and engaging with renowned scholars in urban sociology.
Participants will have the unique opportunity to:

Strengthen specific urban research and soft skills.
Gain interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary insights.
Present their work and receive personalized feedback from senior
researchers.

We are excited to announce the II RN37 Summer School for Young Urban
Scholars, organized by the RN37 – Urban Sociology of ESA. This year, the event
will take place from September 1 morning to September 2 evening, 2025, 
in the city of Figueira da Foz (Portugal).
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Activities of the Summer School will include:

1. Keynote Lectures;

2. Methodological Workshops : a) Mixed methods, combining qualitative and
quantitative methods, fieldwork and digital data in urban studies research; 
b) Visual methods focusing on affective cartography;

3. Roundtables: a) Academic integrity and ethical issues in research; 
b) Places of speech and diversity of narratives; c) Participatory approaches;

4. Sharing Research: Young scholars share and debate their papers with
peers and senior scholars;

5. Publish do not perish: Researchers and librarians share information and
practical knowledge of useful techniques, practices of writing, and interacting
with academic publishers;

PHD STUDENTS AND YOUNG NON-TENURED RESEARCHERS

To apply, interested individuals must:
1. Submit a motivation letter (max 2 pages) outlining their interest in the
Summer School and how it aligns with their research goals.
2. Submit a CV (max 5 pages) highlighting academic and research
achievements.
Both documents should be sent to rn37.esa@gmail.com until March, 31.

Upon acceptance, participants will be required to:
Submit a complete draft of a paper, proposal, or chapter, which will
receive feedback and be discussed during the Summer School.

ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION PROCESS

mailto:rn37.esa@gmail.com
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When: September 1-2, 2025
Where: Figueira da Foz, Portugal
Call for Applications Launch Date: February 6, 2025
Available places: max 25

We look forward to welcoming the next generation of urban scholars to this
inspiring and collaborative event. 
For inquiries, please contact us at rn37.esa@gmail.com

KEY DETAILS

March 31, 2025: submission of motivation letter and CV to
rn37.esa@gmail.com
April 15, 2025: communication of the selection result to the applicants
April 17 - May 17, 2025: opening and closing of registrations
June 15, 2025: end of the possibility of asking for a refund in case of non-
participation
July 15, 2025: submission of papers/proposals/chapters to
rn37.esa@gmail.com

DEADLINES

100€ for ESA members
180€ for non-ESA members

Registration fees include: Coffee breaks + Lunch (sept.1 and 2) 
+ social dinner (sept. 2) + Urban Walk.
Registration fees do not include: Travel + Accommodation (although we will give
some information about accommodation timely)

REGISTRATION FEES
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Gabriele Manella (University of Bologna, Italy), Coordinator
Katarzyna Kajdanek (University of Wroclaw, Poland), Vice-Coordinator
Madalena Corte-Real (ISEC Lisboa; CHAM, Portugal), Board Member
Maxime Felder (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology-Lausanne;
Laboratory of Urban Sociology, Switzerland), Board Member
Niccolò Morelli (University of Genoa, Italy), Board Member
Oleksandra Nenko (University of Turku, Finland), Board Member
Beatriz Lacerda (University of Porto, Portugal), PhD Student Representative

RN37 BOARD

LOCAL BOARD

Beatriz Lacerda (Institute of Sociology of the University of Porto)
Claudino Ferreira (Centre for Social Studies, Faculty of Economics of the
University of Coimbra)
Madalena Corte-Real (ISEC Lisboa - Higher Institute of Education and
Sciences; CHAM – Centre for the Humanities)
Patrícia Pereira (Leiria Polytechnic; CICS.NOVA - Interdisciplinary Centre of
Social Sciences)
Paulo Peixoto (Centre for Social Studies, Faculty of Economics of the
University of Coimbra)



CATEGORIES / EVENT

ESA
MEMBERS

NON ESA
MEMBERS

A B A B

IV MID-TERM CONFERENCE EARLY BIRD

PHD STUDENTS AND NON-TENURED
RESEARCHERS  50 30 70 50

REGULAR  110 80 150 120

IV MID-TERM CONFERENCE REGULAR FEE 

PHD STUDENTS AND NON-TENURED
RESEARCHERS  70 50 90 70

REGULAR 150 120 180 140

II RN37 SUMMER SCHOOL FOR YOUNG URBAN SCHOLARS
ONLY FEE

PHD STUDENTS AND YOUNG SCHOLARS 100 100 180 180
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*** IT DOES NOT INCLUDE THE CONFERENCE

For more information, visit our website: https://esarn37.hypotheses.org or
contact us at rn37.esa@gmail.com.

We look forward to welcoming you at Figueira da Foz and Coimbra!
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