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ARTS AND CREATIVE PLACE-MAKING IN THE
CITY: INTRODUCTION

OLEKSANDRA NENKO
AND RN37 “URBAN SOCIOLOGY"” BOARD

This thematic issue of the ESA RN37 newsletter is bridging several academic disciplines related
through the bond between the arts and the city: urban sociology, sociology of the arts, cultural
studies, scholarship on place, space and place-making, and artistic research. This kind of multi-
or even interdisciplinarity underlines the complexities of the cities we live in and the insightful
vision which arts and culture bring in to understand them.

The newsletter includes the reviews of several European projects linking arts, creative place-
making and urban inquiry; presentations of thematic working groups and events; overviews of
the published books and papers; and announcements of the upcoming book launches and
conferences. Through mapping this diversity of academic and semi-academic
accomplishments, we aim to show the depth of the theme which has received wide attention
in recent times. Only a handful of cases are covered in this issue and there are many more
projects, books, and events to which we pay tribute. Bringing together artistic thinking,
culture-inspired vision and critical reflections, they uncover multiple urban issues and invent
possibilities to make our cities livable, resilient, diverse, and inspiring places to live in. Critical
urban scholars have long discussed the fundamental character of the negative processes of
urban sprawl, gentrification, displacement, social exclusion, and urban nature deprivation;
alongside they are recently highlighting the uncertainties of urban futures in face of military,
ecological, political, economic and other crises. Perhaps it is through artistic, cultural and
creative efforts, which are nuanced, embodied and tacit, that we can imagine and design
some ways out.

The projects observed in this newsletter share their insights about artistic and creative
approaches to understand and transform urban space, uncover unique affordances of urban
neighbourhoods, support agencies of multiple urban inhabitants including vulnerable social
groups and more-than-human species, and withstand the existential threats such as the
wartime urbicide. Presented working groups, networks and urban labs provide examples on
how they build their agendas and modes of operation. Books and papers illustrate academic
narratives which unite theoretical accounts and empirical examples of the interconnection
between the arts and the city.

Deriving from different angles and research foci, all of the projects, groups, events, and texts
are prioritising participatory action research coupled with culture-based, artistic, and creative
inventions, which reinforce seeing urban diversities and imagining urban futures. It is not a
coincidence, that in most of the presented cases the ideas of sustainability and justice are in
the centre of the inquiry and action. Another thriving feature is the overarching systems
approach and highlight of the relationality and multivocal character of urban life. Finally, all the
presented works stress the power of the grassroots initiatives, tacit and embedded
knowledges, shared agency and networked action in the city context.

On behalf of the RN37 “Urban Sociology” board, we invite you to ruminate with us on the
potentialities of the arts and culture in researching the cities and designing social impact of
these studies.
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EXOSOUND PROJECT / FINLAND / 2024-2028

EXOSOUND PROJECT: ARTISTIC, TECHNOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL
PROSPECTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SONIC ARTS

The ExoSound research project, started in 2024 at the University of Arts in Helsinki, is an cross-
disciplinary endeavour uniting artistic research, sociology of the arts, urban studies, and music
technology and composing. ExoSound is funded by the Research Council of Finland for 4
years, and will continue until 2028.

The project envisions future forms of sonic culture, where diverse groups of citizens can come
together in participatory electronic sound performances outdoors, in a variety of urban spaces
and places. During these unique experiences, participants form a shared sonic agency, explore
and inhabit their local urban environment through sound. The social sharing and participatory
sound-making are enabled by wearable mobile devices and networked sound technologies
which are combined in creative configurations throughout the project activities. During
outdoor performances, project participants form an experiential connection with the sound,
each other, and the place.

The project team has multiple professional backgrounds, allowing it to probe the borders of
artistic, technological and social visions as well as combine the current frontiers of this diverse
scholarship. ExoSound reflects upon the fundamental concepts of relationality, environmental,
architectural and social coupling, as well as participatory and shared agency. It employs the
systems thinking and relational complexities approach to treat each of the project dimensions
as constitutive of each other. For instance, the music and sound technologies, used in place-
based performances, are interpreted as ‘'socio-material arrangements", interlacing
materialities and social actions. The environment is seen as impacting these arrangements
through its inherent ethical and ecological imperatives.

ExoSound is designed as a cross-disciplinary project with a comprehensive action-research
framework. The research outputs involve artworks and contributions to the artistic research
corpus, open-source technological tools as well as academic outputs in the project's three
disciplines. On one hand, ExoSound contributes to the environmental turn in electronic sound
practices, as well as to the shift in sonic arts' social impact. On the other, it brings in artistic
sensibility and flexibility into advancing the participatory making of the city space and
empowerment of the citizen groups.

The project has kicked off with an incubation phase comprising field work in a number of sites
in southern Finland, development of the multidisciplinary research design as well as work on
the mobile audio technologies. The project has scheduled multiple public outputs for the
spring 2025 and will be actively publishing and participating in conferences from 2025
onwards. More information about the project is available at:
https://www.uniarts.fi/en/projects/exosound-artistic-technological-and-social-prospects-for-
environmental-sonic-arts/.

EXOSOUND RESEARCH TEAM:

OTSO AAVANRANTA, DOCTOR OF MUSIC, PROFESSOR IN ARTISTIC RESEARCH, PI.
OLEKSANDRA NENKO, DOCTOR OF SOCIOLOGY.

ALEJANDRO MONTES DE OCA, DOCTOR OF MUSIC.

DOMINIK SCHLIENGER, DOCTOR OF MUSIC.
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WOODISH PROJECT / FINLAND-NORWAY-
LITHUANIA / 2024

STORIES OF THE WOODEN HOUSES: CIRCULAR SKILLS AND LIFESTYLE
NARRATIVES OF THE HISTORICAL HOUSING'’ INHABITANTS IN NORDIC
AND BALTIC COUNTRIES (WOODISH)

The project “Stories of the wooden houses: Circular skills and lifestyle narratives of the historical
housing’ inhabitants in Nordic and Baltic countries (WoodiSH)" focuses on historic wooden
neighborhoods in the cities of the Nordic-Baltic region and everyday life of their residents.

The project is conducted by a consortium of partners in Finland, Norway and Lithuania, uniting
academic experts, residential communities, representatives of museums and conservation
centers, local policy-makers, and ICOMOS national branches. The major consortium partners
are University of Turku, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Vilnius Gediminas
Technical University and Laboratory for Urban Games and Research “Laimikis.It”. In 2024, the
project was supported by the Nordic Group on Biodiversity of the Nordic Council of Ministers.

WoodiSH brings the sociocultural aspects of the historic wooden city districts to the forefront
of the study. Of major interest are tacit, community-based, organic and practiced knowledges
and encounters of residents with their wooden houses, adjacent urban nature, and wooden
districts as whole. Historic wooden neighborhoods are considered as specific habitats where
more human-human, human-environment, human-nature, human-place bonding is possible
as compared to the modern urban environments and logic of city living. The project team
believes that such neighborhoods keep the patterns of stronger social ties, attachment to and
engagement with the place of residence, embedded caring attitudes of people towards each
other and more-than-human species around them. The environmental values and associated
lifestyles ground the social grassrooted resilience of the wooden habitats in the face of
challenges to their cultural and biodiversity, continuously produced by urbanization and
neoliberal capitalist urban development.

The research design of WoodiSH is based on narrative interviews with inhabitants, expert
interviews with stakeholders, walk along techniques, and visual reflexive ethnography of the
wooden habitats. In 2024, the project focused on four distinctive wooden neighborhoods in the
Nordic-Baltic region: Itatulli (Viikkari) wooden district in Pori, Finland; experimental wooden
housing district of Svartlamoen and Skaun historical wooden area in Trondheim, Norway; and
Snipiskés wooden district in Vilnius, Lithuania.

During the first year of the project, the WoodiSH team has defined the following
environmental affordances of the wooden neighborhoods: possibilities to acquire spatial,
natural, cultural, and historical knowledge, form active and enriching lifestyles, and develop a
strong place identity. These affordances are enacted by residents when they perform their
everyday practical tasks: maintaining, repairing, restoring, and caring for their wooden houses
and nature around them. The resultant skills residents develop are conceptualized as circular
skills.

The WoodiSH project addresses the objectives of the Mandate of the Nordic Group on
Biodiversity (NBM Mandate 2019): it assesses the condition of historical wooden neighborhoods
as specific culture-nature environments and advocates their preservation and sustainable
development. Studying indigenous community knowledge and practices, the project builds

argumentation for the participatory model of heritage management.
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE WOODISH PROJECT IS AVAILABLE AT: WWW.WOODISH-PROJECT.COM
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PERICREATIVITY PROJECT /| PORTUGAL /
2023-2026

PERICREATIVITY. PERIPHERAL CREATIVITIES: YOUTH, ART AND PUBLIC
POLICIES IN SEGREGATED TERRITORIES

PERICREATIVITY aims to understand the creativity of young people from segregated territories
in Portugal's two largest cities - Lisbon and Porto. It is a project that seeks to deepen
knowledge about the creative and artistic dynamics of these young people, in conjunction
with the analysis of public social inclusion policies aimed at them.

Young people from Portugal's urban peripheries have often been represented by the media
and political institutions through image of incivility, apathy and violence, with a special focus
on racialised youth. Despite the negative consequences of these representations, new youth
cultural agendas have emerged aiming to subvert stereotypes and affirm positive identities.
The power ofthese creative practices is mobilized by the state, through publicpolicies, such as
the “Programa Escolas” (“Choices Programme”).

The project aims to understand how the artistic and creative practices of these young people
are incorporated by public policies for the purposes of local development, citizen participation
and social inclusion and adopts a multi-sited ethnographic approach to segregated
neighbourhoods in Lisbon and Porto, using visual and participatory methodologies. In
addition, community co-creation workshops will be developed to produce collective and self-
reflective work that enables participants to actively contribute to the final results-

The aim is to provide new intersectional and participatory perspectives that promote social
emancipation and combat the social marginalisation of young people. PERICREATIVITY will
make an important contribution to youth policies in Portugal and around the world, bringing
positive impacts for a new generation of intersectional, participatory policies aimed at
strengthening youth social emancipation.

PERICREATIVITY is funded by the Foundation for Science and Technology and coordinated by
Otavio Raposo - University Institute of Lisbon (CIES / ISCTE-IUL) and Ligia Ferro - Institute of
Sociology of the University of Porto (IS-UP / FLUP).

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERICREATIVITY PROJECT IS AVAILABLE AT:
HTTPS://PERICREATIVITY.ISCTE-IUL.PT/EN/
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PERICREATIVITY PROJECT /| PORTUGAL /

Exploring peripherical Porto and Lisbon. Photo Credits: Otavio Raposo and Beatriz Lacerda
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CREATIVE PLACE-MAKING AND URBANLAB
GALWAY / IRELAND

URBANLAB GALWAY AND PARTICIPATORY PLACE-MAKING

Located at the University of Galway and founded in 2021, UrbanLab Galway is an initiative dedicated to
transforming urban spaces through creative collaboration and deep public engagement. At its core,
UrbanLab is about connecting people, ideas, and possibilities to reimagine the city as a space that works
for everyone. By blending innovative tools with traditional methods, we empower commmunities to shape
their environment and address challenges such as social inequality, environmental resilience, and the
creation of accessible, vibrant public spaces.

Participation is our heartbeat. From Luke Jeram’s Mars installation to Samhld Salthill anamorphic art
installations to interactive public consultations and digital tools, we use every opportunity to invite people
into the conversation. These projects are designed not just to inform but to activate—transforming public
voices into tangible change. We embrace an adaptive, open-ended approach, ensuring that feedback
loops are central to everything we do. The result is a shared process where community insights guide
every step of our journey.

The role of UrbanlLab Galway is to develop a variety of platforms to facilitate the broadest possible public
engagement. Our aim is to ensure that all voices contribute to the future development of places. We
make use of traditional methods and more innovative digital ones. These methods serve the primary goal
of UrbanLab: to enable the dreaming and to inspire the imagination of the greatest number of people to
collectively co-create the future.

Projects

Platform Urbanism / Cathair Samhlu

This is an SFl-funded project that addresses a number of key issues within Irish, indeed: Western
societies, namely the lack of citizen participation and the relative absence of data in evidence-based
engagement in local discussions and decision-making.

This becomes especially visible in matters pertaining to urban planning and is arguably a key issue
shaping the future of Galway. Our goal is to tackle resulting problems by deploying IT-based tools or
‘platforms’ to connect data and citizens in an easily accessible and usable manner. Our intention is to
embed emerging processes and practices within a scaled-down version of the ‘citizens’ assembly’ to
deliver a data-saturated process to structure local forms of planning-related engagements.

Salthill Park and Leisureland Regeneration

UrbanLab Galway's engagement in Salthill is the first laboratory where some of the ideas and tools
developed by its practitioners are applied and tested. Marking the beginning of a decade-long process of
urban redevelopment centred around an aging swimming pool and its adjoining areas, we are in the
process of kindling the ‘future-making’ capacities of Galway's citizenry, from early school children to
urban veterans, to establish the dreams, fears and pragmatic solutions potentially shaping the site that
lie dormant within the public imaginary.

IN SITU: Place-based innovation of cultural and creative industries in non-urban areas

This is a Horizon Europe project that explores the role and potential of the creative and cultural industries
in peripheral areas of Europe. The four-year project challenges the perception that the social and
economic vitality of CCls is primarily located in metropolitan centres and instead illuminates the robust
creative ecosystems that exist in regions at the edge. A core of the project is the interlink between
research and practice through the IN SITU Labs, including UrbanlLab Galway. The project creates links
between place-based development and creative and cultural practice through engagement with
communities, artists, creatives and stakeholders in six regions in Europe: The Azores, Portugal; West
Region, Iceland; Galway, Ireland; Rauma and Eurajoki, Finland; Valmiera County, Latvia and; Sibenik-Knin,
Croatia. In each region, IN SITU Case Studies have been selected in which creative practitioners respond
to local development concerns. In Galway Gort Arts and Guth na Hdige are creative projects that explore
youth engagement and community development.
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CREATIVE PLACE-MAKING AND URBANLAB
GALWAY / IRELAND

URBANLAB GALWAY: APPROACHES TO PLACE-MAKING

Research

UrbanlLab Galway operates at the intersection of academic research and creative urban design, blending
scholarly inquiry with innovative practical applications. This synergy enables the exploration of new ideas
and solutions for urban development challenges. Academic research within the lab is open and varied,
from a focus on analysing urban trends, environmental impacts, and social dynamics, to food systems
and traffic management, providing a strong empirical foundation for our projects. Simultaneously, the
creative side of the lab leverages this research to design and test experimental urban interventions that
aim to enhance sustainability, liveability, and inclusivity in the context of Galway and other similarly sized
urban settlements. By aligning theoretical insights with creative execution, UrbanLab Galway endeavours
to forge transformative urban solutions that are both informed by rigorous study and adapted to real-
world complexities and needs.

3D Model

With our 3D Map of Galway, you can explore a digital version of the city and view relevant data in an
interactive way. The hope of this platform is to inform and equip the public and decision makers in
planning for the city's future.

VR Model

The VR Model of Galway, which consists of 5 different renditions of Galway at different points in time;
1838, 1899, 1945, 2023 and 2024, provides an immersive experience that shows how the city evolved over
time and how the footprint of the city grew.

Research Articles
You can read more about the UrbanlLab Galway and its activities in our published research.

Collins, P, Rainey, MJ., & Strohmayer, U. (2023) It's less the destination and more the getting there: urban
development, emergence and coproduction in Galway, Ireland. Town Planning Review, 95(1).
https://doi.org/10.3828/tpr.2023.2

Strohmayer, U., Collins, P., & Rainey, MJ (2022) Assembling a co-produced urban lab: the case of Nuns'
Island, Galway, City, Culture, Society, 30. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ccs.2022.100463

Collins, P., Strohmayer, U., Rainey, MJ (2021) Reframing development in making the case for an urban lab
approach, European Planning Studies, 29. https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2021.1889473

PEOPLE

PATRICK COLLINS

ULF STROHMAYER

MARK JUSTIN RAINEY

OISIN SLEVIN

LUA FLANNERY

MAEVE MCGANDY

PHILIP KEEGAN

HERMANO LUZ RODRIGUES
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Children pictured at an anamorphic arts installation in Salthill Park. Samhld Salthill publicly sourced images augmented via Al
rendering projected futures for the site in question. Photo credit: Galway Bay FM News.

Mars on Nuns' Island. Hosted by UrbanlLab as part of the 2022 Galway International Arts Festival. Mars, by British artist Luke Jerram is an
8 metre wide rendering of the Red Planet based on NASA imagery. Photo credit: UrbanLab Galway.

Galway City Speak Out, Druid Theatre. In 2023 UrbanlLab hosted Speak Outs in Galway County and Galway City as part of the Horizon
Europe IN SITU project. These were public forums where residents could discuss local development issues. Photo credit: UrbanLab
Galway.
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"UKRAINIAN WARTIME ARTS: HEALING VIOLATED
URBAN LANDSCAPE"

BY OLEKSANDRA NENKO (1) AND OLENA KONONENKO (2)

(1) Turku Institute for Advanced Studies University of Turku; University of the Arts Helsinki
(2) Humboldt University of Berlin; Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv

In the context of the wartime cities, artworks and artistic expressions placed in specific urban
places can address the war-related challenges and displacements associated with or
embedded in these places. We believe that place-based art works and artistic expressions can
have a healing potential, addressing the distorted materialities and symbolisms of the urban
landscape, mitigating the displacement and creating a replacement effect.

In our ongoing study, we focus on the Ukrainian wartime arts, which have been emerging in
the city streets since the Russian full-scale invasion in Ukraine. The wartime Ukrainian cities are
violated urban landscapes, but at the same time, they are lived spaces where residents and
creative actors, such as artists, can perform tactics of symbolic resistance. Though urban
materiality suffered from the military invasion, it can be altered by artistic expressions
appearing in different city places. These expressions embody meanings of urban resistance to
the invader and the war, and help to re-appropriate the cityscape. Below we consider different
artistic tactics in addressing urban places with site-specific messages related to the war
context.

Murals in urban public spaces communicating national strength

Artworks in visible public spaces, specifically the ones of the large size and scale, can address
the challenge of external hazard and violence towards the (nation) state security within its
borders and channel the ideas of strength, integrity, independence, and collective (national)
identity. Through elaborating decolonial and national symbolism, mythology, using authentic
cultural code in the visuality of the artworks, these creative expressions can enhance the
feeling of collective standing and shared power.

They can evidently link the people at war with the collective archetypes - protecting gods and
totems, brave heroes, strong land and its people who can withstand the outer hazard. For
instance, in today's Kyiv there are numerous personified murals and street artworks depicting
generalized images of heroes or of specific people whose deeds made the greatest
contribution into confronting the aggressor.

Another vivid example is
portrayal of female
archetypes, which unite
traditionally valued features of
Ukrainian women - mothers,
hostesses, wives, and
guardians - as well as refer to
the image of the Virgin Maria
important for the Ukrainian
religious beliefs. During the
wartime struggle and
resistance, the female image
is rethought and wrapped in
military symbolism.

(right) Mural "For the Sake of Freedom", Kyiv, December 2024, (left) mural “Virgin Mary
with a Juvelin”, Kyiv, December 2024. Photo credit: Olena Kononenko.
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"UKRAINIAN WARTIME ARTS: HEALING VIOLATED
URBAN LANDSCAPE"

Artistic expressions in ruined places mitigating trauma of loss

Artworks in ruined places which suffered from the war attacks, - ' -

can be placed to address the tragedy of the human war victims, o 3l Sl A

loss of tangible and intangible heritage, and other traumas and g |3 [k .
losses. Such artworks can mitigate the commemoration of the ——te n "2"';- i
tragic events and channel collective mourning and recovery from g B A _;'p'r - '

the shock and trauma. In their symbolism, these artworks
juxtapose the innocence, fragility and the deep value of what was i ®

lost, on the one hand, and the inhumane evil character of the = - e
forces which caused these losses, on the other. Destroyed Bl i
buildings, urban infrastructural items, and disrupted natural !

landscapes can become places for artistic practice and artworks. L

For instance, the tragedy of the Ohmatdyt Children Hospital's :
heavy ruination in July 2024 nurtured the artistic response: street A R
artists placed small silhouettes on the damaged buildings -
images of doctors, children, and ambulances. An artistic work on the walls of the
half-destroyed Ohmatdyt Children's
Hospital. Kyiv, December 2024. Photo

credit: Olena Kononenko.
Artistic expressions on the street mllltary defensive structures

The hallmark of a city at war is concrete blocks and anti-tank hedgehogs, which were also used
to build defensive structures on the streets of Kyiv in February-March 2022. After the withdrawal
of Russian troops from the Kyiv region, checkpoints are gradually disappearing from urban
space, but in places where they are still present artistic works appear on them. For example, the
combination of an anti-tank hedgehog and a concrete block became the background for
Banksy's work at Maidan Nezalezhnosti: a boy and a girl swinging on the parts of the defensive
structure. Nearby, other anti-tank hedgehogs are painted with traditional Ukrainian floristic
symbol of viburnum, as well as with the lyrics from the Ukrainian patriotic march “Oh, the Red
Viburnum in the Meadow”.

(right) mural "For the Sake of Freedom", Kyiv, December 2024; (left) mural “Virgin Mary with a Juvelin”, Kyiv, December
2024. Photo credit: Olena Kononenko.

This is an ongoing study which we plan to publish further on in collective monographs and
journals. Another part of this study is presented in the chapter “Mitigating Displaced Place
Identities in Ukrainian Wartime Art” by Oleksandra Nenko in the book "Crisis, Conflict and
Celebration - Ethnographic Studies of European Cities" edited by K. Kajdanek, A. Bednarczyk,
and R. Carvalho. See the announcement of the book in this newsletter.
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"ART AND THE CITY" INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE SERIES

BY TIJEN TUNALI (1)

(1) Founder and organizer of the conference series

The International Art and the City Conference

The International Art and the City Conference was founded in 2019. Since then, it has taken
place every year in a different city (Tours, Berlin, Aarhus, Amman, Géttingen) with funding from
MSH Val de Loire, Forum Transregionale Studien, Carlsberg Foundation, Aarhus University,
Columbia University and Max Planck Institute-MPlI MMG. The event functions as a hub for
scholars across humanities and social sciences and often hosts art exhibitions and other artistic
events. The collaboration results in special issues in journals, edited books, and joint grant
applications.

The conference seeks to foster an interdisciplinary platform where scholars from humanities
and social sciences can engage in dialogues and collaborations that examine the intersections
of art, aesthetics, and urban politics. The aim is to illuminate critical aspects of urban art
practices, such as street art as artistic rebellion, the aesthetics of social movements, urban
commons, public art and authoritarianism, urban aesthetics and spatial justice, politics of
urban heritage, art activism in urban spaces and eco-art and urbanocene. This diverse focus
allows for a rich examination of the ideologies, relationships, meanings, and practices that
emerge from the interaction between art and the urban landscape. Such interactions have
been extensively analyzed from politico-aesthetic perspectives, encompassing plural forms of
resistance against authoritarian regimes, contests over public space, and issues of social and
structural inequalities and human rights. Yet, there remains a need for a more specialized
framework within contemporary art practices — one that places urban spaces and their social
urgencies at the core of artistic production. The conference strives to offer insights and
promote a better understanding of how these interactions play out in different cities in various
regions ultimately contributing to the broader discourse on urban life, art, and social
transformation.

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ART AND THE CITY 2025 CONFERENCE IS
AVAILABLE AT WWW.ARTANDTHECITY.SCIENCESCONF.ORG.
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"ART AND THE CITY" INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE SERIES

PAST CONFERENCES

6th Art and the City Conference (2024). Photo credit: Tijen Tunali

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ART AND THE CITY 2025 CONFERENCE IS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.ARTANDTHECITY.SCIENCESCONF.ORG.
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CULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN
THE CITY: URBAN SPACES OF POSSIBILITIES

BOOK OVERVIEW BY SACHA KAGAN (1)

(1) “Culture and Sustainable Development in the City: Urban Spaces of Possibilities”, edited by Sacha Kagan (2022 in
hardback and eBook, 2024 in paperback), Routledge

How can creative cultural approaches contribute to a city's search for a more sustainable
urban development? Discussing many concrete examples from several years of empirical
research in the cities of Hanover and Hamburg (Germany), Baltimore and Chicago (USA),
Bangalore (India), St. Petersburg (Russia), Singapore, and Vancouver (Canada), the book
exposes the potentials to advance a cultural approach to sustainable urban development by
enabling urban “Spaces of Possibilities” and linking them to the seized or missed opportunities
for innovative forms of transversal partnerships throughout the city (including culturally
sensitive urban policies rather than just cultural policy). The authors link urban spaces and
their actors, look at their guiding principles, strategies and concrete practices, and identify new
levers, networks and alliances.

The call for sustainability brings with it challenges for which, in view of the urgency of social
transformation, institutional innovations are necessary. Sustainable urban development will
only succeed with the help of creative impulses, experiments, trying out innovative ideas,
making alternatives visible, in particular through locally rooted urban initiatives, artistic actions
and social movements. The volume is replete not only with inspiring examples of culture in
everyday life in the city, but also explanations about the qualities that make local cultural
initiatives especially transformative, considering how they may translate into city-wide
changes, engaging with the whole City as Space of Possibilities.
The authors of the seven ‘Germany’ chapters (the odd-
numbered chapters in the book) have worked closely together
as researchers in the two cities of Hannover and Hamburg for
several years in the 2010s. Through the six even-numbered
chapters in the book, written by guest contributors from around
the world, the volume also acquires wider perspectives. The
book shows how cultural spaces and practices can contribute to
several dimensions of sustainability — not only the ‘cultural
dimension’, and it articulates what are the various characteristic
qualities of the urban spaces of possibilities they can open up
within the city.

Culture and Sustainable
Development in the City

The contributors discuss such spaces not only in the context of
contemporary liberal democracies, but also in the context of

more authoritarian regimes around the world. The authors : =
stress the importance and difficulty of an enabling policy

framework, and the functions and importance of urban —
networks.

Their empirical research identifies impulses for the further development and strengthening of
existing municipal sustainability strategies and delivers insights for closer cooperation
between citizens for urban sustainability. As Andy C. Pratt noted in his endorsement for the

book, “the authors explore not only what is, but what could be: creating a welcome space of
policy and practice that generates dialogue, rather than closing it down”.
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VI ESA RN37 MIDTERM
CONFERENCE & || SUMMER
SCHOOL FOR YOUNG URBAN

SCHOLARS

1-5 SEPTEMBER 2025
COIMBRA - PORTUGAL

SAVE THE DATE

more information soon

VI ESA RN37 Midterm Conference & Il Summer School for Young Urban Scholars

We had our V_Midterm Conference in Berlin in 2022, with more than 200 registered
participants and Liza Weinstein, Susanne Frank and Tommmaso Vitale as keynote speakers. Two
publications (@ monographic issue of the Italian journal “Fuori Luogo” and a book from
Palgrave-MacMillan) have been generated through a selection of presentations at that
conference and they are scheduled to be published between October and December 2024.

The following activity has been the Ist RN37 Summer School for Young_Urban Scholars in
Genoa (September 4-6, 2023), with almost 50 partiicipants and several colleagues engaged as
keynote speakers and staff members: Alberta Andreotti, Anna Bednarczyk, Talja Blokland, Luca
Daconto, Sebastian Kohl, Stijn Oosterlynck, Patricia Pereira, Giuliano Tomei and Tommaso
Vitale (Sciences Po Pari.

After the 16 ESA Conference in Porto (2024), our next appointment will be the VI Midterm
Conference in combination with the Il Summer School for Young Urban Scholars, to be
held in September 1-5, 2025 in Coimbra, Portugal.

MORE INFORMATION SOON ON ESA RN37 WEBSITE.
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PERIPHERAL CREATIVITIES: YOUTH, TERRITORIES
AND PUBLIC POLICY

30 & 31 JANUARY 2025
PORTO - PORTUGAL

Conference: Peripheral Creativities: Youth, Territories and Public Policies

We invite you to take part in the conference ‘Peripheral Creativities: Youth, Territories and
Public Policies’, which will take place on 30 and 31 January 2025 at the Amphitheatre of the
Faculty of Arts of the University of Porto and at Casa das Glicinias (Engenheiro Machado Vaz
neighbourhood - Contumil). This is the middle conference of the PERICREATIVITY project (1),
which will include the participation of various researchers and other civil society actors who
work and live in peripheral territories, from which enriching dialogues are expected.

Full programme here.

Participation is free but subject to prior registration using the following_form.

Registration is open until 10 January 2025.

The presence and contribution of your institution/project will be fundamental to thinking
about the challenges facing young people in Portugal, as well as the public policies that can
respond to them.

Participation certificates will be issued.

Any questions write to pericreativities@gmail.com

PERIPHERAL

YOUTH, TERRITORY AND PUBLIC POLICY 30

31

JUVENTUDES , TERRITéRIDS
E POLITICAS PUBLICAS

PEFRIE)

FACULDADE DE LETRAS DA

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

https://pericreativity.iscte-dul.pt UNI!:E%Q:#EBD:G:::TE
CONFERENCIA INTERNACIONAL SALA DE REUNTOES
Funtagio i 185 _noe { - .
fet =, ISCEe S2im, MOnl  Ieasm. Nﬂé Nevos (howecs: Moo B

PERICREATIVITY - Peripheral Creativities: Youth, Art and Public Policies in Segregated Territories, aims to study the
modes of creative and artistic production of young people living in peripheral territories in the country's two largest
cities - Lisbon and Porto - in conjunction with the analysis of public policies aimed at stimulating local development,
citizen participation and social inclusion.
The project is coordinated by Otdvio Raposo (CIES/Iscte-lUL) and Ligia Ferro (IS-UP/FLUP) and is funded by the
Foundation for Science and Technology.

MORE INFORMATION ON THE PROJECT AND THE CONFERENCE VISIT PERICREATIVITY WEBSITE
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"ART AND THE CITY" INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE SERIES

5- 8 JUNE 2025
NICE - FRANCE

Art, Urbanocene, and the City

The 7th conference will take place in 2025 in Nice, France, with institutional sponsorship of
Villa Arson and Coéte d'Azur University.

The conference theme “Art, Urbanocene, and the City” centers on the emerging paradigm of
the Urbanocene and its implications for urban artscapes. The conference welcomes
contributions from diverse academic fields, including but not limited to urban studies, art
history, visual studies, political science, anthropology, ethnography, sociology, architecture,
new media studies, environmental humanities and environmental studies.

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ART AND THE CITY 2025 CONFERENCE IS
AVAILABLE AT WWW.ARTANDTHECITY.SCIENCESCONF.ORG.
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‘CRISIS, CONFLICT AND CELEBRATION -
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES OF EUROPEAN CITIES”

BOOK ANNOUNCEMENT BY KATARZYNA KAJDANEK
(ON BEHALF OF THE EDITORS) (1)

(1) “Crisis, Conflict and Celebration - Ethnographic Studies of European Cities” - a forthcoming volume from
Palgrave Macmillan, edited by Katarzyna Kajdanek, Anna Bednarczyk and Rui Carvalho (members of the former
RN37 Board)

The volume:

Provides a multidimensional picture of contemporary urban experiences in (European) cities;
Presents contemporary (European) cities as sites of social crisis, conflict, and celebration;
Expands the scope of urban knowledge production by studying diverse cities and countries;
Offers a critical state-of-the-art survey of good practices in urban ethnographic methods;
Informs the importance of the engaged and reflective study of contemporary urban areas.

The last few decades have posed great challenges for contemporary societies: climate change
and other environmental risks, global health hazards and vulnerabilities, (inter)national warfare
and its ensuing rise in migration and refugee flows, among many others. And though these are
surely global issues, it is in the world's urban areas that the effects of such challenges (crises),
the struggles they stimulate (conflicts) and also their resolution (celebrations) take shape. This
book focuses on the manifestations of these contemporary global challenges in European
urban areas. It revolves, and is structured around, these three central dimensions of
contemporary urban life: crisis, conflict, and celebration. The idea of "crisis" has been
increasingly ubiquitous and, in the context of this book, signifies the diverse nature of the
structural problems affecting urban dwellers in various social and spatial aspects of their lives.
As the last years certainly have shown, crises are not limited to a single domain but rather
permeate different dimensions of society, such as the economic, political, and cultural realms.
The book investigates how these crises manifest in the daily experiences of urban residents,
unravelling the complexities these urbanites encounter.

Crises are inherently linked with conflicts, which are viewed as dynamic processes in the book.
Conflicts are here seen as catalysts that lead to the formation of interest groups and entail the
development of complex social landscapes of resistance. By examining conflicts within the
urban context, the book uncovers the multifaceted power dynamics and vulnerabilities that
become apparent during times of crisis. The book approaches conflicts by shedding light on
the diverse interests and movements interacting in the urban spaces, which generate
important social struggles taking place within European cities.

Crises, and the conflicts they generate, are not solely characterised by negative implications;
they also create opportunities for urban transitions and regenerations. The book acknowledges
that crises bring emotions and values to the forefront, compelling societies to confront their
underlying beliefs and taken-for-granted modes of action. This heightened awareness and
disruption of the status quo generates conflicts that pave the way for systemic ruptures that
can create new social dynamics within the urban environment. These conflictual spaces, and
the outcome of such conflicts, may become arenas for celebration, where individuals and
communities come together to express their resilience, cultural identity, and collective
solidarity. These spaces are intrinsically urban in their nature. By also exploring these moments
of celebration amid crisis, the book highlights the transformative potential that arises during
such times.
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‘CRISIS, CONFLICT AND CELEBRATION -
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES OF EUROPEAN CITIES”

BOOK ANNOUNCEMENT BY KATARZYNA KAJDANEK
(ON BEHALF OF THE EDITORS)

Throughout the book, the interplay between crisis, conflict, and celebration is intricately woven
into the ethnographic studies of European cities. The ethnographic and qualitative empirical
studies included in this book focus on and highlight the contemporary nature of urban crises,
conflicts, and celebrations. However, and although they find renewed expression in
contemporary cities, these three dimensions are also grounded, and have been identified as
defining features of urbanity throughout the history of sociological urban theory. This includes
the earlier days of the Chicago School, postmodernism and poststructuralist currents, as well
as ideas based on neoMarxist interpretations of urban processes. In disparate ways, and
emphasising some dimensions over others, the notions of ‘“crises”, “conflicts” and
“celebrations” have been present throughout urban theory as key dimensions of urbanity and
urban development.

The chapters selected include contributions that speak to all these dimensions, altogether
creating a more holistic picture of current urban life in European cities. The framework of
contemporary urban places as sites where crisis, contestation, and celebration come together
to produce urban social dynamics is an adequate picture of contemporary societal urban
place-making. Such a framework highlights the importance of cities as critical places for social
change and contestation, as well as for celebration and social transformation. This perspective
is grounded on both classical urban theoretical studies, and on the dynamics that (European)
cities and societies have been experiencing more recently. We have gathered texts from
researchers acting in urban settings located in fourteen countries (Ukraine, Poland, Turkey,
Greece, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, Canada, United States of America, Brazil,
Argentina and Singapore) written by junior and senior researchers based in European
Universities around three topics of major relevance in urban sociology: global crises and
processes of urbanisation, conflicts around urban governance and diversity, the celebration of
individual and community lived experiences.

But, in this book, we intend to move beyond merely providing depictions of how these three
dimensions have evolved throughout the history of urban theory and, especially, are currently
manifested in European cities. Conversely, we aim to make two added contributions. First,
volumes on comparative urban dynamics arguably tend to focus overwhelmingly and
exclusively on a small, and repetitive, roster of large and global cities, located in a few (very)
developed economies. Though such cities are certainly influential and worthy of careful
analysis, focusing exclusively on these few select cases creates a bias which is likely to lead to
inaccurate assumptions and generalisations. Hence, (most of) the cases studied not only
pertain to European cities, but additionally include a diverse roster of European urban areas,
spanning larger urban areas such as Istanbul and Lisbon, to middle and even small-sized cities.
Furthermore, the urban cases studies analysed here come from a varied group of countries,
located all across Europe. By focusing on lesser-studied locations, this book challenges
dominant trends in the production of knowledge about contemporary cities. Through this, we
aim to provide a more holistic and generalizable picture of contemporary urban life in Europe
(and elsewhere).
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‘CRISIS, CONFLICT AND CELEBRATION -
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES OF EUROPEAN CITIES”

BOOK ANNOUNCEMENT BY KATARZYNA KAJDANEK
(ON BEHALF OF THE EDITORS)

Additionally, this book also aims to make a methodological addition to the study of
contemporary cities. The magnitude and importance of the challenges identified demand a
rigorous and engaged approach by urban scholars. Therefore, and in different ways, the
majority of the empirical chapters included are grounded on qualitative (mainly, ethnographic)
inquiries of contemporary urban processes. Altogether, and beyond their thematic and topical
contributions, these case studies provide examples of state-of-the-art practices in critical,
reflective, and engaged qualitative urban research. In other words, this book aims to
contribute not only to answering the question of “what to study” in contemporary urban
research, but also to inform the debate about “how to study” current urban spaces. In line with
this engaged and holistic approach, it is also worthy of notice that the book includes
contributions from a diverse roster of scholars, working at different career stages and spanning
about ten different countries. We believe that such diversity of perspectives adds value to the
book and helps better fulfil its purposes.

Reflecting the two aforementioned contributions, alongside the empirical case studies of crisis,
conflict, and celebration as defining characteristics of contemporary European urban areas,
the book also includes a few select chapters synthesising and commenting on issues of theory,
methodology and positionality in the study of contemporary urban areas. These
metatheoretical and methodological chapters should, in and of themselves, provide useful
resources to frame and inform how contemporary cities should be studied in a way that
recognizes their full diversity and complexity.

A final reflection on the empirical studies
included, their methodological and empirical
intricacies, and the future directions of
European cities (“what”), and of the research

on these cities (“how"), is included as well. CfiSiS, Conflict

Lastly, it also matters saying that this book is .
produced in the context of the European Celebfatlon
Sociological Association's (ESA) Research ; | L,
Network on Urban Sociology (RN37). The main E;t]};l;}graphlc S
editors are all members of the Research

Network's Board. The book compiles a Edited by

Katarzyna Kajdanek -
Anna Bednarczyk - Rui Cz

selection of some of the best contributions
presented at the last conference of the
Research Network (October, 2022).

The book will be released in Winter/Spring
2025.

palgrave
macmillan

KATARZYNA KAJDANEK, UNIVERSITY OF WROCtAW, POLAND.
(ON BEHALF OF THE EDITORS)
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